
Native Trees 

of the  

Kentucky 

Bluegrass  

Region 

Native trees are adapted 

to this region’s soils and 

weather and, for this rea-

son,  are more likely to 

thrive here.  They also 

support native wildlife 

of all kinds,  including 

pollinators.  This list is 

intended to  assist land-

owners identify common  

native  trees  in the Blue-

grass Region.  

Scientific Name Common Name 

Sassafras albidum  sassafras 

Ulmus americana American elm 

Ulmus rubra  slippery elm 

Pinus virginiana Virginia pine 

Quercus bicolor swamp white oak 

Carya alba mockernut hickory 

Juglans nigra walnut 

Carya glabra pignut hickory  

Fraxinus americana white ash 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica green ash 

Fraxinus quadrangulata blue ash 

Populus deltoides eastern cottonwood 

Celtis laevigata sugarberry 

Celtis tenuifolia hackberry 

Tilia americana basswood 



Scientific name Common name 

Acer negundo boxelder 

Acer nigrum  black maple 

Acer saccharinum silver maple 

Acer saccharum  sugar maple 

Aesculus glabra  Ohio buckeye 

Carya cordiformis  bitternut hickory 

Carya laciniosa  shellbark hickory 

Carya ovata  shagbark hickory 

Celtis laevigata sugarberry 

Celtis occidentalis  common hackberry 

Cladrastis kentukea  
Kentucky yellow-
wood 

Diospyros virginiana  common persimmon 

Gymnocladus dioicus  Kentucky coffeetree 

Juniperus virginiana eastern redcedar 

Liquidambar 
styraciflua sweet gum 

Liriodendron tuli-
pifera tuliptree 

Morus rubra  red mulberry 

Nyssa sylvatica  blackgum 

Platanus occiden-
talis 

American syca-
more 

Prunus serotina black cherry 

Quercus alba  white oak 

Quercus imbricaria  shingle oak 

Quercus macrocar-
pa  bur oak 

Quercus muehlen-
bergii  chinkapin oak 

Quercus rubra   northern red oak 

Quercus shumardii   Shumard's oak 

Quercus stellata  post oak 

Quercus velutina  black oak 

Robinia pseudo-
acacia black locust 


